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Reply to Ofiice Action of November 28, 2007 

REMARl^ 

Claims 1, 4, 6-10, 13-23, 25-28, 35 and 38 are pending in this present appUcarion. By 
this Reply, claims 29-34, 36-37 and 39-40 have been cancelled without prejudice or disclaimer, 
and claims 35 and 38 have been amended. Claims 1, 13-14, 18-19 and 26 arc independent. 



Allowable Subject Matter 
The Office Action states that claims 37 and 40 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent fomi. The allowable 
subject matter of claims 37 and 40 liave been incorporated into independent claims 35 and 38, 
respectively. AccordingJy> it is respectfully submitted amended independent claims 35 and 38 are 
allowable. 

Obviousness-Type Double Patenting Rejection 

Claims 1, 4, 6-10, 13-23, 25, 26 and 27 stand rejected under the judicially created doctrine 
of obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1, 2, 5, 7-16 of U.S. Patent 
No. 6,345,034. Claims 28-36, 38 and 39 stand rejected under the judicially created doctrine of 
obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1, 2 and 4 of U.S. Patent No. 
6,345,034 in view of Applicant's admitted prior art of MarcheVs criterion in the above ^034 patent 
and U.S. Patent No. 5,917,791 of Tsuchiya et al. These rejections are respectfully traversed. 

A complete discussion of the Examiner's rejection is set forth in the Office Action, and is 
not being repeated here. 

While not conceding the appropriateness of the Examiner's rejection, but merely to 
advance prosecution of the uistant application, Applicants are herewith submitting a Terminal 
Disclaimer disclaiming tlie tenninal portion of any patent granted on the present application 
which would extend beyond the expiration of U.S. Patent No. 6,345,034. Accordingly, 
reconsideration and withdrawal of this rejection are respectiully requested, 
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35 U.S.C. § 103 Rejection 



Claims 29-36, 38 and 39 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Tsuchiya et ah in view of Applicant's admitted prior art. TWs rejection is 
respectfully traversed. 

The above rejected claims 29-34, 36 and 39 have been canceled. Accordingly, the 35 
U.S.C, § 103(a) rejection of claims 29-34, 36 and 39 is moot 

As for claims 35 and 38, claims 35 and 38 have been amended to include tlie allowable 
subject matter of canceled dependent claims 37 and 40, respectively. Therefore, amended 
independent claims 35 and 38 are allowable, as discussed above. 



In view of the above amendment* Applicant believes the pending application is in 
condition for allowance. 

Should there .be any outstanding matters that need to be resolved in the present 
application, the Examiner is respectfully requested to contact Esther H. Chong Reg. No. 40,953 
at the telephone number of the undersigned below, to conduct an interview in an effort to 
expedite prosecution in connection with the present application. 

Tf necessary, the Commissioner is hereby aufliorized in this, concurrent, and future replies 
to charge payment or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No, 02-2448 for any additional 
fees required under 37.C.F.R. §§1 .16 or 1.14; particularly, extension of time fees. 
Dated: March 28, 2008 Respectfully submitted. 



Conclasion 




Registration No,: 40,953 

BIRCH, STEWART, KOLASCH & BIRCH, LLP 
8110 Gatehouse Road 
Suite 100 East 
P.O. Box 747 

Falls Chiu ch, Virginia 22040-0747 
(703) 205-8000 
Attorney for Applicant 
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